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FOREWORD

The agriculture sector is the most important economic sector in Sudan. It accounts for nearly one-
third of National Gross Domestic Product. The sector provides livelihood to approximately two-thirds
of the population and employs about sixty percent of the labour force. It also provides most of the
production inputs for the transformative industries such as edible oils, sugar and textiles.

Agriculture and agriculture-led industrialization is the central pillar of all development strategies in
Sudan to achieve comprehensive national socio-economic development. Consequently, under the
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), Sudan developed the National
Agriculture Investment Plan (SUDNAIP, 2016-2020) to coordinate the resources needed to accelerate
the implementation of existing strategies, and hence achieve six percent annual growth in Domestic
Product (GDP). '

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, in partnership with the line ministries and institutions at
federal level and with states governments, coordinated the formulation of the SUDNAIP in wide
consultations with stakeholders. The SUDNAIP would therefore support promotion of exports of crops
and livestock, increase productivity and efficiency of Sudan’s agricultural sector, improve national
food security and nutrition, reduce rural poverty, generate job opportunities (especially for youth and
women), encourage settlement in the rural areas to achieve balanced economic growth, and
development and protection of natural resources to ensure its renewal and sustainability.

With the adoption of the SUDNAIP, the government has put increased emphasis on creating an
investment climate for the private sector to be actively involved in agriculture and agribusiness. The
SUDNAIP paves the way for private business owners, small farmers, and agro-industry owners to play
significant role in the development of agriculture sector.

The SUDNAIP will be implemented in coordination with existing institutions. The implementation of
the projects and programs will be the responsibility of the respected ministries and agencies and the
states as stipulated in their constitutional powers. A coordination and monitoring unit will be
established to mainly ensure consistency between the government budgets, programmes and policies
with the SDNAIP commitments, as well as to ensure coordination with the private sector and
development partners. At large, to guide the /implementation of the SUDANAIP.
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